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Abstract: Africa is central to the world's future. The continent Keywords:
holds immense human potential, vast natural wealth, and a
very young population. Yet, historical trauma from
colonialism and ongoing neocolonial practices still hold 2. African Union (AU)
African nations back. Unfair global financial rules, high
borrowing costs, and severe climate impacts create deep
systemic barriers. Africa contributes barely 4% of global 4. Neocolonialism
carbon emissions, yet suffers massive economic losses from
climate change. The concept of "Africa Rising" must move
beyond simple economic metrics. It requires structural 6. Sustainable Development
justice, genuine self-directed development, and local
academic agency. This special issue grounds these global
debates in concrete African realities through eight insightful
studies. Their authors offer practical solutions to pressing
challenges: curbing conflict through trade and gender
inclusion, combining indigenous justice rituals with state law,
fighting carbon market fraud, and introducing novel
economic models to combat financial exclusion. Other
studies advocate for youth civic agency through non-formal
education, pharmaceutical sovereignty to lower medicine
prices, and reframing forced migration as a driver of regional
integration through the African Union’s Free Movement
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Protocol. Recent global governance reforms, such as the :?:2;3:{::?:;'

African Union joining the G20, now G21, offer a vital platform

for procedural justice. However, a seat at the table is not

enough on its own. Africa must activate its internal

institutions, financial markets, and academic community. As

demonstrated by the authors in this collection, local experts

provide the essential evidence needed to drive real progress.

Only through genuine partnership, ethical global Received 10 August 2026

frameworks, and grounded African agency can the continent Revised 18 September 2026
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realise its true development potential. Available online 1 October 2026
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1. A Hypothetical Introduction in a Just World

Africa is very important to the world today. It is the second-largest continent, spanning over 30
million square kilometres. To reflect this true geographic scale, the United Nations now
recommends map projections - such as Equal Earth - that accurately represent Africa’s vast
landmass rather than shrinking it relative to northern latitudes (UN, 2026a; 2026b). More than
1.6 billion people live there, and this number continues to grow rapidly (Worldometers, 2026).
According to projections, by 2030, one in four people worldwide will live in Africa (ADB, 2024,
p. 12). While currently Africa's population is 1.6 billion out of 8.3 billion worldwide (19%)
(Worldometers, 2026), in 2100 it is expected to be 3.8 billion out of 10.3 billion worldwide (35%)
(UN, 2024, p. vii). This means the future of the world will be closely connected to Africa's. The
continent's development will affect the global economy, science, the environment, and
international security.

Africa plays an important role in the global economy. The continent is richly endowed with
natural resources. These include oil, natural gas, copper, gold, cobalt, and lithium. These
resources are needed to produce modern technologies. They are used to make batteries,
electric vehicles, and electronic devices. While extracting and managing these strategic assets
presents significant geopolitical and infrastructural challenges, without them, developing a
green economy would be much more difficult (Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012). Similarly, although
climate change and underdeveloped infrastructure pose major obstacles to local agriculture,
Africa has large areas of fertile land that can support global food security (World Bank, 2024).
The challenges African countries face in these areas are enormous.

Africa's importance is not limited to its natural resources; its human capital is becoming
increasingly vital. Yet, here too, several challenges are highlighted. Many question the
continent’s human potential, arguing that artificial intelligence will drastically reduce the
demand for labor, ultimately leading to high unemployment. This concern merits special
attention in the context of Africa, the youngest continent in the world, with over 75% of its
population under 35 (ADB, 2026, p. 245). However, rather than viewing this demographic shift
solely through the lens of automation risks, it is essential to recognize that a young population
can become a vital catalyst for innovation, entrepreneurship, and sustainable economic growth.
While many developed countries are facing the challenge of ageing populations. Africa, in
contrast, has strong demographic potential that can support global economic growth (UN,
2024).

Even this brief introduction, based on empirical data, leads to a conclusion that should be
true yet remains, unfortunately, false: that African nations today shape not only their own
continent but also the global stage.

2. Impact of Colonialism and Neocolonialism

Colonialism has had a lasting impact on contemporary Africa. European powers drew state
borders without considering existing ethnic, cultural, and religious divisions. This contributed to
many conflicts that continue today. Landes (1998) argues that economic development depends
on the quality of institutions and the ability of states to shape their own policies. Colonialism
slowed the development of local institutions and made African economies serve the interests
of European powers (Landes, 1998).

Diamond (1997) points out that Europe's advantage came from geographical and
technological factors rather than cultural superiority. African states became part of the global
economy mainly as suppliers of raw materials and slaves, which strengthened their economic
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dependence. Huntington (1996) argues that imposing foreign political and cultural models
creates social tensions and weakens state cohesion. However, the trauma caused by colonial
exploitation went far beyond the problems of drawing artificial state borders or imposing
foreign political systems.

Historically, slavers shipped about 12.5 million Africans to the Americas, with mortality rates
averaging above 20% for captive Africans in the first decades of the slave trade and about 10%
by 1800 (Eltis & Richardson, 2010; SlaveVoyages, 2024). Another face of brutality can be found
on the African land. Leopold Il of Belgium ruled the Congo Free State as his private possession
from 1885 to 1908, extracting rubber and ivory through extreme terror, such as hacking off the
hands of workers' children when quotas were not met (Hochschild, 1998). During his 23-year
rule, forced labor, disease, and violence halved the population from approximately 14 to 7
million (Forbath, 1977); similarly, Hochschild (1998) estimated a total mortality of around 10
million people, also representing a 50% population decline. Crucially, these atrocities were not
isolated incidents. Between 1904 and 1908, Imperial Germany carried out a genocide against
the Herero and Nama people in South-West Africa, exterminating about 100,000 people
following a commander's extermination order (Vernichtungsbefehl) (Zimmerer & Zeller, 2008).
Similar patterns of mass violence, forced displacement, and systemic repression occurred across
the continent under various European colonial powers (Mamdani, 1996; Pakenham, 1991).

This widespread, systemic violence and deep historical trauma played a decisive role in
explaining why Africa fell so far behind the rest of the world (Nunn, 2008). Colonialism
contributed to long-term economic inequality, political instability, and severe development
challenges in contemporary Africa. Although colonialism formally ended, many of its effects
persist today. African states gained political independence, but many did not achieve full
economic independence. Nkrumah (1965), who introduced the term neocolonialism, argued
that former colonial powers can still influence independent states through trade, investment,
and financial aid. Sartre (1964; 2001) and Chomsky (1979) similarly argued that economic
dependence has largely replaced direct colonial rule.

Many African economies still depend on the export of raw materials and foreign capital. A
large share of the profits from these resources leaves the continent (Rodney, 1972). The money
Africa receives for the natural resources it exports is only a tiny fraction of their value at world
market prices. The reason is that politicians in poor countries are easily bought off by much
wealthier multinational corporations (MNCs) and foreign governments, so they effectively give
away resources while receiving personal rewards under the table. MNCs also routinely avoid
paying taxes in African countries by shifting their profits to tax havens - including, in order of
importance, Mauritius, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, the UAE, Singapore, the Cayman Islands,
the British Virgin Islands, Switzerland, and Ireland (Tax Justice Network, 2021). This deprives
African states of essential revenue and devastates smaller local companies that cannot avoid
taxation and therefore struggle to compete.

Another neocolonial practice is the use of staggered or escalating tariffs, which continue to
disadvantage African countries seeking to process raw materials locally. Tariff escalation occurs
when importing countries apply low or zero tariffs on raw materials but much higher tariffs on
semi-processed or finished goods (UNCTAD, 2021). This makes it economically unattractive for
African countries to add value, such as refining cocoa into chocolate, processing minerals, or
turning timber into furniture. Consequently, they are incentivised to export raw commodities
cheaply and then import expensive finished products back. This practice remains widespread in
major markets, including the EU, the US, China, and India, even though UNCTAD and other
international bodies have repeatedly highlighted it as a key barrier to African industrialisation
(UNCTAD, 2021).
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In addition to resource extraction and tariff barriers, external economic shocks and global
agricultural commodity policies - such as the conversion of staple crops to biofuels in Western
markets - further exacerbate vulnerability and severe food insecurity among populations at the
margins of affordability in Sub-Saharan Africa (Chokshi, 2024). Furthermore, dependence on
development aid and weak state institutions has made it difficult to build strong, independent
economies (Collier, 2007, Moyo, 2009). Contemporary neocolonialism is mainly expressed
through unequal economic relations and the strong position of multinational corporations
(Langan, 2018). The colonial economic model based on raw-material exports has persisted in
many countries into the twenty-first century (Ani, 2023). Today, the average annual income in
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) is about $1,700, whereas in OECD countries it is around $50,000 - a
ratio of nearly 30 to 1 (World Bank, 2023). Nearly 70% of those considered "extremely poor" by
the World Bank live in SSA (World Bank, 2023). Additionally, the Food and Agriculture
Organization classifies 935.4 out of approximately 1270 million people in SSA as unable to afford
a healthy diet (FAO et al., 2026, p. 28). At the same time, regional cooperation is gradually
strengthening the economic independence of African states (World Bank, 2020). This shows that
the effects of neocolonialism remain profound, though they differ across the continent.

3. The Importance of "Africa Rising"

In recent years, the term "Africa Rising" has become increasingly common in both academic and
popular publications. It describes the dynamic economic, social, and political changes taking
place across the African continent. The term became popular after the publication of reports by
international financial institutions and studies on Africa's economic growth (Economist, 2010;
McKinsey Global Institute, 2010). Many African countries have experienced stable economic
growth, improvements in infrastructure, and increased foreign investment. Local businesses
and the technology sector are also becoming more important.

This does not mean that all problems have been solved. Many countries still face social
inequality, poverty, and limited access to education and healthcare. Some also experience
armed conflict and the effects of climate change. Africa's development is therefore complex and
uneven (Taylor, 2016).

Africa is being hit exceptionally hard by the impacts of global warming, standing out as one
of the world's most vulnerable regions to climate change. In 2025, the annual mean surface air
temperature over African land areas was 0.51°C above the 1991-2020 average (and 1.21°C
above the 1961-1990 baseline), ranking among the 3rd-7th warmest years on record for the
continent (WMO, 2026, p. 2, 5). The rate of surface warming since 1991 is substantially higher
than in previous 30-year periods, with North Africa experiencing the fastest warming at 0.43°C
per decade (WMO, 2026, p. 5). These rising temperatures are accompanied by a dramatic
retreat of the cryosphere - African glaciers have lost more than 90% of their total area since the
late 19th century, with Mount Kilimanjaro's ice cover shrinking from 11.4 km? in 1900 to under
1 km?in recent years (WMO, 2026, pp. 2, 10).

Global warming acts as a major threat multiplier for Africa's population, significantly
impacting critical areas such as agriculture, water availability, and public health (IPCC, 2022;
WMO, 2024; 2026; and other cited below):
= Agricultural Decline & Food Insecurity: rain-fed farming, which constitutes the main

livelihood for approximately 60% of the population, is acutely vulnerable to climate shocks.

Crop failures and livestock losses directly fuel hunger and widespread malnutrition (FAO et

al., 2024).
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= Droughts & Extreme Heat: severe droughts and water scarcity threaten regions like the Horn
of Africa and the Sahel, while prolonged heatwaves kill vulnerable groups and severely
reduce labour productivity (IPCC, 2022).

= Floods, Storms & Sea Level Rise: extreme weather events destroy infrastructure, while rising
sea levels displace coastal populations in low-lying areas such as Lagos, Dakar, and the Nile
Delta (WMO, 2024; 2026).

= Disease Spread: warming temperatures facilitate the expansion of vector-borne and
waterborne diseases like malaria, dengue, and cholera into new geographic areas (IPCC,
2022; WHO, 2023).

The scale of these impacts is profound. Millions are displaced annually by climate-related
disasters, with the World Bank estimating that up to 86 million people in Sub-Saharan Africa
could be forced to migrate internally by 2050 due to climate impacts (Clement et al., 2021). In
2025 alone, climate-related extreme events affected at least 13 million people and caused over
3,000 fatalities, with floods accounting for over half of all reported extreme events and droughts
impacting more than 8.5 million people in East Africa (WMO, 2026, p. 2, 18). The region's
systemic vulnerability is further compounded by critical adaptation gaps, as fewer than 40% of
African countries currently report adequate multi-hazard early warning capabilities (WMO,
2026, p. 2, 18). Limited adaptation infrastructure, weak healthcare networks, and lack of
financial resources exacerbate this low adaptive capacity.

Despite these challenges, the continent has enormous potential for development which
could greatly benefit the world. One of the most important benefits is the growth of the global
economy. A growing population of consumers creates new opportunities for international trade
and investment. According to the World Bank, the African Continental Free Trade Area has the
potential to increase incomes and support business development across the continent (World
Bank, 2020). A stronger African economy can also contribute to greater global economic
stability.

Africa can also play an important role in the world's energy transition. The continent has
significant renewable energy resources, especially solar, hydro, and wind energy. Investments
in green energy can improve the quality of life of African societies and support global climate
goals (ADB, 2024; 2026). International cooperation in this area can benefit all countries.

Science, innovation, and new technologies are also becoming increasingly important. African
cities are emerging as centres of technological entrepreneurship. Digital services, e-commerce,
and mobile financial technologies are developing rapidly. Mobile payment systems have already
increased access to financial services for millions of people (World Bank, 2024). Innovations
developed in Africa may also benefit other parts of the world.

Africa's importance is also evident in international security. Stable economic development
can reduce social conflicts and forced migration. Investments in education and strong public
institutions contribute to both regional and global stability (Collier, 2007). For this reason,
Africa's development should be seen as a shared interest of the international community.

There is also growing recognition that cooperation with Africa should not be based only on
development aid. Investment, knowledge transfer, and joint scientific and technological
projects are becoming increasingly important. Such an approach can create more sustainable
economic and social partnerships (Moyo, 2009). Africa is not only a recipient of support but also
an important partner in the development of the global economy.

The idea of "Africa Rising", therefore, goes far beyond the borders of the continent itself.
Africa's development influences the global economy, food security, the energy transition, and
technological progress. A stronger and more stable Africa creates new opportunities for
international cooperation. At the same time, many questions still require further research.
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These questions should be explored primarily by scholars with African cultural and academic
backgrounds, who best understand the continent's complex history and its social, political,
economic, geographical, and cultural realities. The collection of papers presented below is
intended to give voice to African researchers and their perspectives on Africa's present and
future.

4. "Africa Rising": Voices of Africa

Devoted to addressing the challenges and headwinds faced by African populations, this
expansive special issue features essays entered for the Nelson Mandela and Amartya Sen Essay
Prize Competitions organised by ASAP and Yale's Global Justice Program, the latter in
collaboration with the Washington NGO Global Financial Integrity. The 2025 Sen Competition
contributed essays by Ekoja Akor Okewu (First Prize) and Ololade Mustafa Aremu (Second
Prize). The 2025 Mandela Competition contributed essays by Evaida Chimedza (First Prize),
Grace Gondwe (Second Prize), Nater Paul Akpen and Clautrida Mutabaruka (sharing Third
Prize), Immanuel Mwendwa Kiilu, Guy N'nahano Muhanzi and Carly Burmeister (Finalists).

Ekoja Akor Okewu examines the phenomenon of livestock rustling in Nigeria. This once
traditional practice has now become organised crime. Terrorist groups use these thefts to
finance their violent activities. Analysing cattle theft as a form of illicit financial flows, the study
also shows a strong link between animal abuse and terrorism. This new perspective treats
livestock rustling as a major source of regional instability. The article proposes specific security
reforms and better border control. As a result, it improves our understanding of the modern
mechanisms used to finance conflicts in Africa.

Nater Paul Akpen focuses on the violent farmer-herder crisis in central Nigeria. Climate
change and land scarcity are driving these brutal conflicts. The author analyses previous, and
often unsuccessful, attempts by governments to solve the problem. The novelty of the study
lies in its proposal to use trade as a tool for peacebuilding. The paper calls for gender inclusion
in negotiation processes. Akpen demonstrates that women's participation increases the
likelihood of lasting peace agreements. This offers a new path beyond standard police and
military actions. Trade can serve as a deterrent against violence.

Clautrida Mutabaruka addresses the problem of weak justice systems in Zambia. State
courts often fail to deal with growing social unrest. The author contributes a detailed analysis
of indigenous peacebuilding systems. Her study describes the role of councils of elders and
reconciliation rituals. Its new contribution is the proposal of hybrid models that combine
tradition with state law. The findings show a real reduction in violence where these local
systems operate. This is an important step towards the decolonisation of conflict resolution
methods. Such an approach promotes collective accountability.

Ololade Mustafa Aremu examines the risks related to illicit carbon trading in Africa. The
carbon market repeats negative patterns known from the oil sector. The author introduces the
concept of the resource curse in an environmental context. The study reveals mechanisms of
manipulation, such as the creation of phantom credits. A novel contribution is the analysis of
the use of shell companies for climate-related money laundering. Aremu shows how the lack of
transparency leads to carbon colonialism. The author proposes modern blockchain-based
registries. Such measures are intended to ensure climate justice for local communities.

Evaida Chimedza addresses the paradox of Africa's natural wealth and the poverty of its
people. The continent exports raw materials but imports expensive manufactured goods. The
author introduces three innovative economic models. The first is skill-backed lending instead of
asset-based lending. The second model is apprenticeship-for-ownership. The third is a one-



https://journalasap.org/journal/article/deep-dive-into-livestock-rustling-an-illicit-revenue-stream-fueling-under-development-animal-abuse-and-terrorism-in-nige
https://journalasap.org/journal/article/resolving-the-farmer-herder-crisis-in-nigeria-s-central-zone-the-contribution-of-trade-and-gender-inclusion
https://journalasap.org/journal/article/indigenous-peacebuilding-bridging-the-gap-to-sustainable-peace-in-zambia-and-beyond
https://journalasap.org/journal/article/old-ghost-new-shadows-resource-curse-dynamics-and-the-growing-illicit-flows-in-africa-s-carbon-market
https://journalasap.org/journal/article/the-african-paradox-a-land-of-wealth-a-people-in-need

Beyond the Seat at the Table: Structural Justice, Academic Agency, and the Reality of "Africa Rising"

supply chain model for the entire continent. The study provides new tools to combat financial
exclusion, showing how Africa can achieve economic independence.

Grace Gondwe focuses on engaging young people in civic life through non-formal education.
Traditional schools often do not teach practical leadership skills. The study provides evidence
that experiential learning builds civic agency. The author analyses successful social programmes
from Senegal and Zanzibar. A new finding is the link between technical skills and confidence in
governance. This form of education is becoming a key element of democratic renewal. The study
calls for the inclusion of such methods in national education policies. It enables young people
to become true partners in the governance of their countries.

Carly Burmeister examines the weaknesses of healthcare systems through the example of
cervical cancer. This disease kills many women because of the lack of prevention programmes
and the high cost of medicines. The study argues for African pharmaceutical sovereignty. The
author proposes local vaccine production and reform of the intellectual property law. A novel
contribution is her call to combine traditional medicine with modern digital health tools.
Burmeister shows that high medicine prices result from the monopoly of foreign companies.
Her study demonstrates how medical innovations can save millions of lives. This is a step
towards global health equity.

Immanuel Mwendwa Kiilu and Guy N'nahano Muhanzi study forced migration in Africa as
a factor reshaping political, economic, and social structures. The study traces displacement from
precolonial mobility systems through colonial borders to postcolonial conflicts. It argues that
forced migration transforms identities, governance, and regional relations. The authors analyse
cases from South Sudan, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Kenya. A novel contribution is
the argument that migration can strengthen regional integration rather than only create
instability. The study highlights the African Union’s Free Movement of Persons Protocol as a tool
for greater cooperation. Kiilu and Muhanzi argue that Africa should shift from restricting
mobility to leveraging migration for development and resilience.

These eight studies break new ground by presenting a modern plan for Africa's self-directed
development that combines security, the economy, and health. Livestock rustling is defined as
an organised illicit financial flow that finances terrorism. Indigenous peacebuilding systems
become the scientific basis for hybrid models of justice. At the same time, gender inclusion and
trade are identified as key conditions for lasting peace agreements. In climate studies, illicit
carbon trading is analysed as a new form of the resource curse. Innovative models such as skill-
backed lending and apprenticeship-for-ownership are proposed as effective tools for reducing
poverty. Pharmaceutical sovereignty, achieved through local production of medicines, is
intended to ensure health equity. Non-formal education has been shown to be one of the most
effective methods for building young people's civic agency.

Overall, all these aspects - historically shaped by pre-colonial, colonial, and post-colonial
factors - should be transformed from a source of instability into a driving force for regional
integration, development, and political transformation through instruments like the African
Union’s Free Movement Protocol.

5. Nihil de nobis, sine nobis: Procedural Justice and the Future of African Development

The full realisation of the "Africa Rising" idea and the continent's self-directed development
requires more than just local reforms - it demands a further, fundamental overhaul of the global
governance architecture. The endeavours of non-governmental organisations are of
fundamental importance in this matter. Associations and organisations - such as this journal's
publisher, Academics Stand Against Poverty (ASAP) - consistently promote the idea of giving
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Africa a direct voice on the international stage (Chaturvedi et al 2023). Their efforts introduce
ethical values into the global political debate, as these advocates fight for procedural justice and
the continent's full agency. Their actions prove that moral principles are not merely an
afterthought to the global economy but must become its firm foundation. Only in this way can
relations with Africa be built on true partnership, respect, and fairness.

Hard work and determination have paid off: a groundbreaking step in this direction was the
official accession of the African Union to the G20 (thus transforming it into the G21). This ended
an era in which 96% of the continent's population was deprived of a direct voice in this key
economic forum, leaving the burden of representation solely on South Africa.

Formal presence at the table, however, is merely the beginning of the struggle against
structural marginalization, which for decades has violated basic principles of justice and fairness.
Africa’s full agency within the G21 is essential for effectively tackling gross climate and economic
injustice. African countries currently account for only around 4% of global carbon dioxide
emissions (ADB, 2024, p. 108), yet they lose between 5% and 15% of their per capita GDP growth
annually due to climate change (ADB, 2024, p. 15, 105), whilst historically they have had
negligible influence on decisions taken behind closed doors. Furthermore, flawed global
financial and lending mechanisms continue to impede African governments' efforts to
modernise their healthcare systems and infrastructure. Developing countries pay between 200
per cent and 400 per cent more for loans than the United States (UNCTAD, 2025, p. 14-15). Such
high interest rates result in a significant outflow of capital to creditors, which paralyses
investment in development and makes it difficult for African states to maintain long-term
solvency. This financial trap translates directly into severe humanitarian deprivation, as nearly
two-thirds of the continent's residents cannot afford a healthy, balanced diet, more than double
the levels estimated for Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean (FAO, 2026, p. xiii).

Granting the African Union full membership in the G21 - representing 55 states (over a
quarter of UN members) with a combined annual (for 2025) GDP around $4.4 trillion (ADB, 2026,
p. iii) - was a masterstroke that combined procedural justice with decision-making efficiency.
Invoking the universal principle of participatory justice, Nothing About Us Without Us, it is time
for the international community to stop pushing Africa into a passive, purely consultative role.
Without Africa's genuine and active agency in shaping global decisions, the security and
economic stability of the contemporary world will remain a fragile illusion.

Securing a seat at the G21 table is merely a symbolic preamble; on its own, it will yield no
real change if it remains a purely diplomatic gesture. For Africa to translate this formal agency
into actual strategic leverage, it must awaken and integrate its entire internal structure - from
political institutions and financial markets to the academic community. As illustrated in this very
publication, African scholars, researchers, and innovators must play a vital role here, delivering
robust data, independent analyses, and indigenous technological solutions. Only then will the
continent's representatives cease to be passive attendees at global summits and become an
organised partner capable of setting its own agenda and firmly asserting its interests.

6. Conclusion

The narrative of "Africa Rising" cannot rely on empty promises or foreign aid. For too long,
external powers extracted resources while leaving African nations to bear the costs of global
crises. Today, the continent faces severe climate impacts, unfair borrowing costs, and structural
poverty. Addressing these challenges requires a fundamental reform of global governance
alongside grounded local solutions. The African Union's admission to the G21 is an important
historical milestone. It gives 1.6 billion additional people a direct voice in key economic
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decisions, honouring the fundamental principle of procedural justice: nothing about us without
us. Yet, a formal seat at the table is only a beginning. It does not automatically solve deep
economic inequalities or reform biased lending practices.

To turn diplomatic status into real power, Africa must look inward and activate its own
structures. The studies in this special issue prove that African scholars are already leading this
transformation. Their work provides concrete tools for solving complex problems on the ground.
They show how to disrupt terrorism financing, how to build hybrid legal systems using
indigenous rituals, and how to prevent carbon colonialism. They show how local vaccine
production can secure health equity, how skill-backed lending can reduce poverty, and how
mobility can strengthen regional unity.

The international community must change its approach by moving away from paternalistic
models toward true economic partnerships built on respect and fairness. Ethical principles can
no longer be an afterthought in global politics. A strong, self-directed Africa benefits the entire
world. Without genuine African agency - backed by the rich scholarly insights presented in this
issue - global economic stability will remain an illusion. From a passive recipient of aid Africa
must rise to become an equal partner in global progress.

7. Future Research Directions and Strategic Actions

To ensure that the concept of "Africa Rising" translates into lasting, self-directed development,
research and policy must shift from short-term fixes to long-term structural changes. The
contributors to this special issue have mapped out key directions for research and action, joining
a growing movement of scholars across the continent who are doing the same. Building on their
insights, we highlight below several critical areas of activity that we believe are most essential
for driving Africa's future development and reshaping its role in the global arena:

7.1. Reforming Global Financial Architecture

= Future Research: scholars must examine how unfair global financial rules and high borrowing
costs hold back local innovation, healthcare, and infrastructure.

= Strategic Action: African leaders and international partners must advocate for fairer credit
systems and affordable financing, allowing governments to invest in their own people
without falling into debt traps.

7.2. Advancing Climate Justice and Co-Decision

=  Future Research: studies should continue to document the real economic and human costs
of climate change on the continent to provide clear evidence for global negotiations.

= Strategic Action: Africa must move from being a passive victim of global warming to an active
decision maker, using its platform in forums like the G21 to shape global climate policy and
secure direct adaptation funding.

7.3. Moving from Foreign Aid to True Partnership

= Future Research: researchers need to evaluate how global governance reforms and
initiatives like the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) genuinely empower local
communities.

= Strategic Action: global cooperation must embody the principle of Nothing About Us Without
Us. International policies must be built on equal partnership, respect, and the active
inclusion of African expertise at every stage.
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